
Hi, just a reminder that you're receiving this email because you have expressed an interest in
toptenwines. Don't forget to add toptenwines@socket.net to your address book so we'll be sure to land in
your inbox!
 
You may unsubscribe if you no longer wish to receive our emails.

Hello Wine Lovers and Wine Club Members,

The February P.V.'s Picks are ready to be picked up at your convenience.  It is easier
and quicker if you come in between the hours of 11 and 5:30, and I can answer
questions about the wines. You can park in the loading zone or ally next to the shop if
it is a quick visit. Of course, you can pick them up in the evening as well. This month I
chose a full-bodied old vine Tres Olmos Verdejo and  medium-bodied finessed
Varner Santa Barbara Pinot Noir. Details about the wines can be found at the bottom
of this page. Remember, club members get 10% off almost all retail wine purchases,
and $5 bar tab each month and special pricing on Club Wine. It only costs $40 per
month, so call 442 2207 if you want to join or it you have questions.

Because the unusually warm weather this winter looks to last through at least next
weekend, I have decided to bring out the patio furniture. How often do you get the
opportunity to enjoy a glass of bubbly outside in the middle of February? We are still
pouring mature Grand Cru Champagne for $12 as glass (less than retail pricing),  or
have a Hopslam and a cheese plate....maybe a dram of one of our 80 Bourbon or
Scotch. Our patio is right on Ninth Street and makes for great people watching. 

Lastly, If you ordered wine from either of the last two tastings, the wine has arrived. 

Best, Paul Vernon and Crew.   

*****

VARNER
Winemaking Notes
2014 Pinot Noir Santa Barbara County
100% Pinot Noir, Los Alamos Vineyard 33% Clone 777, shallow soil with less

https://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&m=00131CDGsmLJqwosDgpSkP8MA%3D%3D&ch=&ca=71a213aa-6261-4ca2-bad4-c37e2aabc89a


fertility 67% Pommard Clone,
gentle slope, older vines Vertical Shoot Positioned Canopy 100% Destemmed,
pressed at dryness
13.2% Alcohol, 0.53 TA, 3.60 pH, .06 RS 3,994 cases produced
This Los Alamos Vineyard wine is the first Pinot Noir from our new committment to
the Santa Barbara region. Through site selection and non-interventionist winemaking,
the interplay between the broad flavorsof the Pommard block and the edgy
componets of the 777 block bring a style that expresses both the traditional and
modern of Santa Barbara Pinot Noir 
Crushed flowers, sweet tobacco, dried cherries and mint are some of the notes that
lift from the 2014 Pinot Noir Los Alamos Vineyard. Distinctly savory and aromatic,
the Pinot is a very pretty wine. Ideally, it might have a bit more mid-palate richness to
fill out its frame, but nevertheless, this is a strong debut from the Varner brothers. And
the price? A steal in the realm of handmade wines.

*****

In the heart of Rueda is the family-owned winery of Garciarevalo. These
Matapozuelos natives specialize in Verdejo farmed in their ancient vine- yards, but
they also farm a little Viura on the side.
If you visit their vineyards you may notice some- thing odd about the ground; the
sandy soils scattered with the occasional ancient seashell might make you forget that
these vineyards are located in central Spain, at an elevation of 900 meters. These
sandy soils provided a natural protection from phylloxera when the pest spread
across the region about 100 years ago. Those vines still grow today and at an age of
100 to 145 years, they provide a large amount of the free-run juice for Gar-
ciarevalo's Casamaro Blanco. Made from a combination of these pre-phylloxera
vines and other, younger plantings, the Casamaro Blanco starts as free-run juice, is
fermented in stainless steel, and then bottled directly from the tanks. 
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